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Greetings/Sermons 

Children/Messy Sun. 

Calendar 

Finance/Missions 

Gov. Board 

Honoring Veterans 

Winter Blast 

What’s Happening 

Spiritual Books 

Birthday/Anniversary 

This ‘n’ That 

Dec. 4, “For Everyone Born...” 

Exodus 23: 4-9;  

Acts 15: 22-29 

 

Dec. 11, “Come and Fill Your 

Lambs” 

Exodus 15: 11-18;  

Acts 10: 44-48 

Communion 

 

Dec. 18, “Emmanuel… God 

with Us” 

Exodus 40: 34-38;  

Acts 10: 34-43 

Mission Offering 

 

Dec. 24, “gh” 

ljijlj 

 

Dec. 25, “God’s Children 

Follow Through” 

Exodus 31: 12-17 

Acts 13: 1-3 

Communion 

 

 

Pastor’s Greetings 

The Peace of Christ Be with You All, 
   
Greetings and Happy Advent, everyone! I hope this finds you with a 
stomach full of delicious Thanksgiving food and a heart filled with all the 
joys and blessings of the season. This will be a special Christmas for the 
church, as it will provide space once again for us to encounter the 
mystery of Christ together. This year, we have much to offer, including: 
 
-11/27: 1st Sunday of Advent (10am) and Joyful Noisemakers (11:15-
11:45) 
-12/4: 2nd Sunday of Advent (10am) 
-12/11: 3rd Sunday of Advent & Kids’ Christmas! (10am), including: 
 -Blue Christmas Prayer Stations in the sanctuary, 9:40-10:00 
 -Nativity Show-and-Tell in Fellowship Hall after worship! 
-12/18: Christmas Sunday & Festival of Hymns! (10am) 
-12/24: Kids’ Christmas Eve Service (5:30) and Candlelight Lessons &           
Carols (7pm) 
-12/25: Carols and Cookies! (10am) 
 
There is a very specific and important reason we so value this time 
together each year, and that reason is Incarnational Presence. 
Incarnational Presence simply means that we believe God is present 
with us, here in the physical world, and we experience that presence 
more deeply and meaningfully when we are together. 
 
Incarnation is the promised covenant of God in the person of Jesus, and 
covenant is the fourth of our themes for our Simple Hope worship series. 
Incarnation is little more or less than the continuous outpouring of God’s 
loving presence into all of creation, while Covenant draws on the 
Hebrew traditions in Exodus and the Prophets to teach us a better way 
of living. Both of these come together beautifully on Christmas night. 
 
When we recognize the Christ Child in the world, and when we accept 
this child as the reality of God’s Love and Light, then we recognize the 
covenant of incarnational presence in ourselves, and in each other. 
That is what it means to practice Peace on Earth and Good Will to all! 
That is what it means to know Comfort and Joy. Without the Christ Child 
in our lives and in our hearts, we too easily forget the miraculous 
mystery, reality, and wonder of Incarnation. A Merry Christmas to you all, 
and we will see you in church! 
 
Grace and Peace, Ian 
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                     AND THE YOUNG AT HEART! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHILDREN  

Sunday School is BACK! Join us on Sunday mornings during worship. 

 

Messy Sunday at GLUMC 
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 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

         1 2 3 

 

              

 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

10:00A 

Worship                 

9:00A 

What's 

Happening?    

deadline      

7:30A Liz's    

10:30A 

Care Team               

1:00P Bible 

Study          

9:00A 

Bulletin 

deadline          

10:00 Gift 

Wrapping 

    

 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

 

9:40A Blue 

Christmas   

10:00A 

Nativity 

Show & Tell     

Communion                            

9:00A 

What's 

Happening?   

deadline               

6:30P 

Trustees      

6:00P W@W 

Clara's 

(5:30P 

church to 

carpool) 

 7:30A Liz's            

10:00A 

Missions            

1:00P Bible 

Study    

9:00A 

Bulletin 

deadline        

10:00A 

Finance 

3:00P TB 

due 

    

 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

 

10:00A 

Christmas 

Sunday  

Festival of 

Hymns  

Mission 

Offering    

9:00A 

What's 

Happening?   

deadline         

7:30A Liz's     

10:30A 

Care Team                  

1:00P Bible 

Study      

6:30P Gov. 

Board  

9:00A 

Bulletin 

deadline          

    5:30P Kid's 

Christmas 

Eve 

Service 

7:00P 

Candle-

light/Carols 

 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

 

10:00A 

Carols & 

Cookies   

Merry 

Christmas 

Office 

Closed         

Office 

Closed    

Office 

Closed       

Office 

Closed  

Office 

Closed   

New Year's 

Eve 
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Finance/Pledge Drive Update for the December Trailblazer 
 

The Finance Team wanted to provide you with some updated information regarding 2022 Year 

to Date Giving and our 2023 Pledge Drive.   

 

In October, Don Schultz presented the congregation with a Financial Update as of September 

2022.  At that time, we were facing two months where our spending exceeded our giving.  

Thanks to your faithful giving, October giving slightly exceeded spending.  While this is a step in the right 

direction, giving was still below budget for the month. 

 

We also began the Pledge Drive in October.  As of November 9, we have received pledges totaling 

$136,305.00.  This is a great start, and we will continue to collect pledges through the end of the year.  To 

provide some prospective, last year we had pledges that totaled $185,288.00.  As you can see, we are 

currently about $50,000 below last year’s total pledges.  If you have submitted your pledge, THANK YOU.  If 

you have not had a chance to pledge, please consider doing so by the end of the year.  The Finance Team 

appreciates your willingness to provide an indication of your giving for 2023.  

 

Pastor Ian has been focusing his Sunday messages on “Simple Hope” and in Romans 5:5 we are reminded 

that hope does not disappoint.  Please continue to pray for our church.  With your faithful giving, Gull Lake can 

continue to be the hands and feet of God. 

 

God’s Blessings to All 

 

 

     

 

December Mission Offering Opportunity 
 
The ARK has arrived. The calendars are here! Grab a calendar and coin box and start the 4-
week HEIFER FUN on Sunday, November 27. All adults are urged to join the kids in this fun 
project. It may make you aware of just how wealthy you really are.   

 

Purchasing an animal for Heifer International is like giving someone a small business, providing 
wool, milk, eggs and more.  Animal donations can provide families a hand up, increasing access 
to medicine, food, and a sustainable livelihood. 
  
You can help when you: 

 *Purchase an animal  

  *Purchase a share of an animal 
  *Pick up a gift certificate—think Christmas! 

  *Pick up a calendar and bank for kids and adults 

  *Play with the animals and help them board the ARK 

 

A Heifer animal is an amazing Christmas gift. 
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December 6, 2022 
 
Dear Church Friends, 
 
This is a reminder that you still have the opportunity in December to make a faith pledge of financial 
support for the ministries of Gull Lake United Methodist Church for the year 2023.  This year has 
provided the opportunity for us to be back in person, refocus on the future of our church, and our 
mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ through our Methodist values of open hearts, open 
minds, and open doors. 
 

Your financial support provides the following: 
 
Resources for pastoral leadership—to minister to the congregation and to encourage 
the congregation to do ministry ourselves.   
 
Resources for strengthening the faith and discipleship of children, youth, and adults 
who are part of the church community—such as Worship, Sunday School, Bible 
Study, and Discernment Groups.   
 
Resources for direct service to our community and beyond—such as the Mobile 
Home Park Residents in Richland and Christian camping.   
 

Before December 19, 2022 be in prayer about how you can be a catalyst for growing the 
congregation's ministry.  If you have already turned in your 2023 pledge, we thank you for 
your generosity.  
 
Please see the enclosed Pledge Card for information on various levels of giving and your 
opportunity to make a new pledge, a renewed pledge, or an increased pledge.  
 
Gull Lake United Methodist Church 
Financial Secretary 
8640 Gull Road 
Richland, MI  49083 
ediefinancialglumc@gmail.com 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Your GLUMC Governance Board 
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 HONORING GLUMC’S VETERANS 

Candles lit for GLUMC members and 

attendees who died in 2022: 

Dave Balcom 

Marilyn Bryant  

Shirley Franklin 

Bill Geary 

Harriette Griffith 

Russ Gruber 

Dick Kik 

 

 

Quilts made by church member for all our Veterans

Martha Kuch 

Teresa Kuhse 

Mary Kennedy 

Gloria Osterllng 
Gwen Pook 
Nancy Welch 
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Wesley Woods Camp & Retreat Center 
 

 

 

Winter Blast Jan. 20-21 

It’s time to go outside for winter fun with friends! Get ready for sledding, playing games on the ice, worship, 

indoor discussions, great food and chilling out! Come along to learn how much God loves you and calls you to 

share that love with others – especially in winter! Participants will stay in the bunk rooms of the Main Lodge 

and/or Daisy/Trillium Lodge. Bring a friend (or two)! Everyone is welcome — both individuals and groups. 

$70 per person 

Register online at umcamping.org/winter-blast. Contact the registrar if you need help, 989-534-6587, 

registrar@umcamping.org.  

 

If application is in by Dec. 1, GLUMC will pay all tuition! Contact Mona Bowden to learn how to make this 

happen!! She may be reached at 269-731-4500. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Can you pick out some of our very own campers from this picture of last year’s Winter Blast? 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011LAevABTtK4qHUStKYudcIjfnXmhxk9oZABAEuQpUm2MLPwnEMWXWof4Cqihk26oQoXeh6buVBT8fdXW1iXA6N4dPNldafEdnxE7Elx0ft-gOf28HcMy4IVf4IQNJRX24dZZ7ExU3ObhLV5X8nb6a5mBfbC_jWtt&c=oW04bvpvyvQRJeVIvHxh-Ho94lUvEe4LjtbYF6DhoRJjTcO00LptdQ==&ch=_ETeIHgcf65Nofev_6z9togGH_3xUzkySWhHGuXWjY0oFQaIqFXJMQ==
mailto:registrar@umcamping.org
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Join GLUMC for fun and fellowship this Fall! 

 
 

Sunday, December 4th 

● Second Sunday of Advent, Worship & Fellowship at 10am 

 

Sunday, December 11th - Service of Healing & Kids’ Christmas 
● Please join us in the sanctuary at 9:40 for a healing and prayer service for all who are  

grieving this holiday season. 

 

● Then, join us in Fellowship Hall at 10am for Kids’ Christmas! We will have worship,  

fellowship, Christmas activities and treats for everyone. Hope to see all our families there,  

and Merry Christmas! 

 

Sunday, December 18th - Christmas Sunday Worship & Fellowship 

● Christmas Sunday Worship, Fellowship Festival of Music! -10am 

 

Saturday, December 24th - Christmas Eve Services @ 5:30, 7pm 

● Please join us for a Children’s Christmas Eve Service at 5:30pm in Fellowship Hall –  

Pastor Boley will lead us in an interactive experience of the Christmas story including music, prayers & 

games! 

 

● Candlelight Service @ 7pm - Come and bear witness to the Christ Child as we 

partake in a candlelight service of Lessons and Carols in the sanctuary. Spend 

some or all of this sacred night at the church with us. Merry Christmas! 

 

Sunday, December 25th - Christmas Day at Church, 10am 
● Please join us in the sanctuary for a casual Christmas gathering as we sing our favorite  

Christmas carols together! Merry Christmas! 
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Books for Spiritual Growth 

 

Our Fall Reading List is here! This list will change from season to season depending on each month’s worship theme. 

Some of these books will affirm our values; some will challenge them. All are offered for those who wish to learn and grow 

more in their spiritual journey with God and Christ. Happy Reading! 

 

● A History of God: The 4,000 Year Quest of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam 

○ https://www.amazon.com/History-God-000-Year-Judaism-

Christianity/dp/0345384563 

○ Karen Armstrong's superbly readable exploration of how the three dominant monotheistic 

religions of the world have shaped and altered the conception of God is a tour de force. One of Britain's 

foremost commentators on religious affairs, Armstrong traces the history of how men and women have 

perceived and experienced God, from the time of Abraham to the present. From classical philosophy and 

medieval mysticism to the Reformation, the Enlightenment, and the modern age of 

skepticism, Armstrong performs the near miracle of distilling the intellectual history 

of monotheism into one compelling volume. 

 

 

● The Cost of Discipleship - Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

○ https://www.amazon.com/Cost-Discipleship-Dietrich-Bonhoeffer/dp/0684815001 

○ One of the most important theologians of the twentieth century illuminates the relationship between 

ourselves and the teachings of Jesus in this classic text on ethics, humanism, and civic duty. The Cost of 

Discipleship is a compelling statement of the demands of sacrifice and ethical consistency from a man 

whose life and thought were exemplary articulations of a new type of leadership inspired by the Gospel, 

and imbued with the spirit of Christian humanism and a creative sense of civic duty. 

 

● Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time 

○ https://www.amazon.com/Meeting-Jesus-Again-First-Time/dp/0060609176 

○ Of the many recent books on the historical Jesus, none has explored what the latest biblical scholarship 

means for personal faith. Marcus Borg addresses the yearnings of those who want a fully contemporary 

faith that welcomes rather than oppresses our critical intelligence and openness to the best of historical 

scholarship. Borg shows how a rigorous examination of historical findings can lead to a new faith in 

Christ, one that is critical and, at the same time, sustaining. 

 

● The Historical Jesus: The Life of a Mediterranean Jewish Peasant 

○ https://www.amazon.com/Historical-Jesus-Mediterranean-Jewish-Peasant/dp/0060616296 

○ With this ground–breaking work, John Dominic Crossan emphatically demonstrates how Jesus is one of 

the most well 

○  documented figures in ancient history. The vivid portrayal of Jesus that emerges from Crossan's unique 

methodology combines the complementary disciplines of social anthropology, Greco–Roman history, and 

the literary analysis of specific pronouncements, anecdotes, confessions and interpretations involving 

Jesus. All these levels cooperate equally and fully in an effective synthesis that provides the most 

definitive presentation of the historical Jesus yet attained. 

https://www.amazon.com/History-God-000-Year-Judaism-Christianity/dp/0345384563
https://www.amazon.com/History-God-000-Year-Judaism-Christianity/dp/0345384563
https://www.amazon.com/Cost-Discipleship-Dietrich-Bonhoeffer/dp/0684815001
https://www.amazon.com/Meeting-Jesus-Again-First-Time/dp/0060609176
https://www.amazon.com/Historical-Jesus-Mediterranean-Jewish-Peasant/dp/0060616296
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LOST ‘N’ FOUND 

 Items will be collected for three months 

and at the end of the quarter be given to 

charity. Look for lost items until the end 

of December. 

Lost:    Nothing at this time. 

Found: Brown Stryker jacket 
 Purple coat 
  

1
st

 Sue Worgess 

2
nd

 Veronica Pero 

2
nd

 Jamie Wilson 

5
th

 Doris Hamill 

8
th

 Joan Bosserd-Schroeder 

8
th

 Ryan Hallmark 

9
th

 Jan Hartough 

10
th

 Benjamin Pitz 

17
th

 Rob Baker 

17
th

 Jamie Kuch 

17
th

 Bonnie Newburn 

18
th

 Gene Cuneo 

18
th

 Carolyn Harvey 

20
th

 Jim Welch 

23
rd

 Teri Dykstra 

26
th

 Tamila Williams 

26
th

 Marilynn Balcom 

28
th

 Rheyma Gruber 

30
th

 Frank Stuckey 

If you no longer would like to receive the 

Trailblazer or have a change of email, 

please notify Kelly in the office, 629-5137. 

Please let me know if your birthday or 

anniversary is missing or incorrect. We 

want to help you celebrate your happy 

events and don’t want to get it wrong!  

2
nd

   Larry & Edie Lane 

28
th

 Ted & Kris Dietz 

Jan Elwell’s new address and email: 

Beacon Pointe Room #23 
8774 N. 32nd Street 
Richland, MI  49083 
Janelwell4@gmail.com  

Thank you to all who donated school items 

in August and September. A portion of the 

supplies went to the school at the 

Kalamazoo County Juvenile Home. The 

other portion went to Gull Lake Schools. 

Thank you to Drew Bordner for delivering 

to the buildings and classrooms. Big or 

small, we can make a difference being the 

hands and feet of Jesus!  

The Mission Team 
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This ‘n’ That 
 

Adult Sunday Connections 

 

 
Bible Study 

 
 

 

Women at the Well 
 

omen at the Well meets on the second Monday of 

the month at 6:45 pm in the Youth Room at the 

church. Our December meeting, however, will at 

Clara’s in Battle Creek. Meet at Clara’s at 6:00p 

on December 12th or in the church parking lot at 

5:30p to carpool. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

From the Editor: 

Articles for inclusion in the monthly 

Trailblazer are due the third Thursday 

of each month by 3:00 p.m. 

Your article may be edited for 

punctuation, spelling and 

occasionally, grammar or syntax, 

space, or just to make it more easily 

understood. 

Make sure to include: Who, What, 

Where, When, Cost, Contact person and 

phone number. 

Please submit to:  

trailblazerglumc@gmail.com 

Email changes go to the Office 

Manager at address below. 

Office Manager: 

Kelly McLeod 

Monday-Friday, 9A-1:00P 

gulllakeumc@gmail.com 

629-5137 or 269.303.1324 

Financial Manager 

Edith Lane 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9A-1:00P 

ediefinancialglumc@gmail.com 

629-5137 or 269.569.6334 

 

Pastor 

Ian Boley 

Office Hours: Sunday 9A-12P and 

Monday 12-5P; Tuesday, Wednesday, 

10A-3P; Thursday 12-5P; Friday 10-3P 

from home. 

Ministry Hours: Monday 9A-12P, 

Tuesday & Wednesday 3-6P, Thursday 

9-12P. 

629-5137 or 989.400.1268 

Trailblazer 

Leslie Schultz 

 3rd Thursday each month, 3:00P 

trailblazerglumc@gmail.com 

629-4048 

 

Breakfast at Liz’s on Tuesday’s at 7:30 AM. 

Everyone is welcome to join us. 

unday Connections is discontinued for the month 

of December. Look for its return, potentially in 

January. 

astor Ian’s Bible Study is back in working 

order. Join us on Tuesdays, at 1:00pm, in St. 

John Library. 

mailto:trailblazerglumc@gmail.com
mailto:gulllakeumc@gmail.com
mailto:trailblazerglumc@gmail.com


 
 

 

Gull Lake United Methodist Church 
8640 Gull Road, Richland, MI 49083 
(269)629-5137 www.gulllakeumc.org 

0  
 

 

Our Mission: To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

 

We are energized by faith – Engaged to grow – Empowered to make a difference. 


