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Pastor’s Greetings
The Peace of Christ Be with You All,

August 2022

Pastor/Sermons

1
2
Calendar
3
Missions
4
Missions Cont./Thanks
5
Care Team
6
Spiritual Books
7
Birthday/Anniversary
8
This ‘n’ That
9
12
13
12
August Sermons 13
14
Children/Summer Events

Hi everyone! The end of Summer is fast approaching, and we are
eagerly anticipating the start of another school year and another calendar year
in the church. I hope you have taken this season to spend some much-needed
time with family, to engage in some personal spiritual practice and sabbathkeeping, and to continue your inner growth as a faithful disciple of Christ.
I want to remind you all of some opportunities for spiritual growth and
fellowship provided by the church this month:
1) Our “Follow Your Joy” worship series will continue through the month of
August, during which time we will encourage you all to focus on that
which renews you and connects you with the loving Spirit of God. Once
you have found your joy, spend time doing it! When you pursue your
joy, you are also pursuing God.
2) Our Sunday School program will return in Fall, with a special focus on
sharing in our worship themes and taking part in the fellowship and life
of the church. If you have youngsters in your family, we hope to see you
every week starting on August 28th!

Aug. 7,
Joan BosserdSchroeder
Luke 12: 22-34
Aug. 14, “The Joy of
Rain”
Luke 12: 49-56
Communion
Aug. 21, “The Joy of
Healing”
Luke 13: 10-17
Mission Offering
Aug. 28, “Backpacks”
Luke 14: 7-14

3) Adult Sunday Connections will return this Fall as well, providing space
for small group discernment and spiritual growth. We will look at book
discussions and explore the needs and interests of our people in lifegiving ways. Please join us in September!
Additionally, please see an updated list of activities for the Fall in our
Trailblazer below. We are revitalizing important ministries in time for this new
year, and there is so much to look forward to and be grateful for. Jesus calls us
to break bread together, to share in the gifts of the Holy Spirit, and to abide in all
of the Love and Grace offered through his Gospel.
God is with each of us, and the Holy Spirit moves in mysterious and
unexpected ways. How will you be a part of the life of the church this school
year? All spiritual gifts are a celebration of this loving, transformative

presence, and a celebration of creation itself. God Bless you all and
hope to see you in church!
Grace and Peace,
Ian
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AND THE YOUNG AT HEART!
CHILDREN
Sunday School resumes on August 28th. Please mark your calendars and invite your
friends to join us on Sunday mornings during the worship service. We look forward to
seeing you!

Join GLUMC for fun and fellowship this Fall!
Firebowl Evenings in August, September & October
● We are FINALLY ready to begin our Campfire Ministry! Please join us
on the front lawn on Sundays 8/21, 9/18, and 10/16 for Camp songs,
s’mores, and fellowship! Time will be TBD depending on when the sun
goes down!
August 28th - Blessing of the Backpacks
● Join us during Sunday Worship at 10am for a Blessing of the
Backpacks as we wish our kids and youth a wonderful new school
year! See you all on 8/28!
September 11th - Pancake Breakfast & Welcome Back Event!
● Join us on Sunday, 9/11 at 10am for a “Happy Fall” Pancake Breakfast and
Welcome Back event including worship, games, discussion & fellowship for all
church members and their families! Bring the kids, bring your hopes and dreams
for the new year, and bring a spirit of excitement that is open to new possibilities!
October 30th - Pumpkin Carving and GLUMC Trunk-or-Treat!
●

On Sunday morning, 10/30, join us after worship for pumpkin carving
and refreshments, then join us in the parking lot for a Halloween Trunkor-Treat! Show off your spookiest decorations & costumes and do some
trick-or-treating with the kids! See you all on Halloweeeeen!
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

9:00A
What's
Happening?
deadline

7

7:30A Liz's
10:30A
Care
Team

8

Wednesday Thursday
2

9

10:00A
9:00A
7:30A Liz's
Worship
What's
9:30A
Communion Happening? Missions
deadline
6:30P
Trustees
6:45P W@W
14

10:00A
Worship
Mission
Offering

21

10:00A
Worship
Blessing of
the
Backpacks
28

10:00A
Worship
Sunday
School
Resumes!

15

16

9:00A
What's
Happening?
deadline

7:30A Liz's
10:30A
Care
Team
6:30P Gov.
Board
Tell a Joke
Day

22

23

9:00A
7:30A Liz's
What's
Happening?
deadline

29

9:00A
What's
Happening?
deadline
GL 1st day
school

30

7:30A Liz's
10:30A
Care
Team

Saturday

Friday

3

4

5

6

10

11

12

13

18

19

20

26

27

9:00A
Bulletin
deadline
10:00A
Coffee w/
Pastor
9:00A
Bulletin
deadline
10:00A
Finance
10:00A
Coffee w/
Pastor

17

9:00A
Bulletin
deadline
10:00A
Coffee w/
Pastor

24

9:00A
Bulletin
deadline
10:00A
Coffee w/
Pastor

3:00P TB
Due

25

Women's
Equality
Day

31

9:00A
Bulletin
deadline
10:00A
Coffee w/
Pastor
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August Mission Offering Opportunities
Our August Mission offering is to go to the Solar Ovens referenced in the last item on this page.

Open Doors of Kalamazoo is holding multiple smaller Discover Open Doors luncheons from 12 to 1pm on
Aug. 4, Sep. 15, and Oct. 27, all located at The Space @ Honor Credit Union on Stadium Drive. They are
looking for table hosts to gather six people together to enjoy a lunch and give generously to support Open
Doors. If you are interested in hosting a table, please reach out to Stacy Vest at svest@odkzoo.com or
269-205-3285.

Richland Mobile Home Park Mission
Our monthly request for the mobile home park delivery is Peanut Butter and Jelly. We are currently
delivering to 23 units at the Richland Park. We are grateful for all the wonderful groceries that this church
v.
family provides on a monthly basis to share with our neighbors. We ARE the hands and feet of Jesus!

Do you have any leftover exterior paint taking up space in your basement? Don't need it anymore? Cindy
from the mobile home park would love to offer it to the residents at the park to update their trailers with a
fresh coat of paint. If you have any paint to donate, please call Eileen at 200-3072 to make arrangements.

Why Solar Ovens?
Our concept of eating includes two or three meals per day with snacks as desired in between. The solar
oven would be impractical for us.
However, in communities where Solar Ovens are practical, there is usually only one meal a day, in the late
afternoon, with any leftovers becoming the next day’s breakfast. The cost of the daily meal is split between
food and fuel. Charcoal is the most common fuel and is used indoors despite the known health risks.
Since solar energy is free, the fuel cost can instead be applied to food quality or quantity.
Like many good plans, this one doesn’t work 100% of the time. The concept is good but you can’t even try
this one if you don’t have a solar oven. Please help fund solar ovens for those in need.
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Harding’s Shoppers –
A Percentage of Your Purchase Amount
Can Help Support GLUMC’s Youth Group
Follow these instructions to choose our youth group as the recipient of a percentage of your purchase
amount at any Harding’s market.
1. Go to www.hardings.com/community-rewards/
2. Scroll down and click on “Click Here to Sign Up.” Follow the instructions and choose Gull Lake
UMC Youth Group as your community organization. (By signing up for this benefit, you are
also signing up to receive digital coupons).
3. When checking out at the register, type in your 10-digit phone number on the pin pad.
PLEASE NOTE: You must finish entering your phone number before the clerk
has totaled your order, it helps to tell the clerk you want to enter your phone number
before they ring up the total, otherwise, no money will go to the youth group.
Percentages Harding’s contributes:
1% - monthly purchase $0-$299.99
2% - monthly purchase $300.00-$599.99
4% - monthly purchase $600.00-$1999.99
As more of us participate, even small amounts will add up to make a difference!
Thank you for your help!
Submitted by your Missions Committee

Thank You to all my friends at GLUMC for the past 24 years!
I am sad to have had to say goodbye to all of you, but time for a new beginning in my life. I am
grateful to each of you who played a part in Tom’s and my life through our journey the past 10 years.
Tom loved you all and looked forward to seeing you all each Sunday we could be there with you. I
cherish all the notes, cards, phone calls and mostly the hugs when I see you all. You have helped me
through many life struggles and were always there for me and helped me to get through those most
difficult times. Thank you so much for that. Thank you to each of the Pastors that played an important
role in my life in my faith growth. The memories of each of them is precious to me. I love you all. I
look forward to growing spiritually in my new surroundings. I have already started to become a part of
my new church family. They have overwhelmingly welcomed me, and I am getting involved already.
Praise God. I would love to see anyone who would like to take a little trip over here to Caledonia. I am
loving my new “digs.” Come see me. The church office has my new address, and my phone number
is the same.
God bless each one of you my dear friends in Christ.
Carol Vogeler
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The books are back! The BOOK
EXCHANGE is returning to the
Fellowship Hall this month so if
you have books you wish to share,
please bring them in. And don't
forget to take home a few for your
summer reading pleasure.

Please watch your email for a Care Pod survey during the month of August. Or
you may print and complete the survey below. You may place completed
surveys in Lori Morrett's mail folder in Fellowship Hall. Thank you from the
Care Team!
CARE POD SURVEY
Our Care Pods have been in existence for several months. We are asking you to give us
feedback through this survey. Your name is optional.
Name: __________________________
1. Have you been contacted (by phone, email, card, visit, or any other means) by anyone in your Care Pod? a. Yes
No
2. Have you contacted anyone in your Care Pod? a. Yes No
3. Do you know who is in your Care Pod? a. Yes No
4. Do you find that you have a “point person” in your Care Pod?( One person that consistently initiates
communication within your pod?) a. Yes No
5. Do you think it would be helpful to have a “point person” within a Care Pod? a. Yes No
6. Would you like to be a “point person” within your pod? a. Yes No
7. Has the Care Pod that you are a participant in, enriched your sense of community and caring for one another
within our church? a. Yes No
8. What ideas do you have to strengthen our outreach to one another within our Care Pods?
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Books for Spiritual Growth
Our Summer Reading List is here! This list will change from season to season depending on each month’s worship
theme. Some of these books will affirm our values; some will challenge them. All are offered for those who wish to learn
and grow more in their spiritual journey with God and Christ. Happy Reading!

●

And They Found Dragons
○ https://www.amazon.com/They-Found-Dragons-BookBundle/dp/1737867532
○

●

Joy Unspeakable: Contemplative Practices of the Black Church
○
○

●

A great summer read for fantasy lovers! Welcome to an age in the not-so-distant
future in which fear has personified itself as dragons whose wrath can only be
avoided through loyalty. The light of Love is a distant relic. 12-year-old Jack
must discover this way of love and bring light into the darkness while facing many perils. Only through
grasping the power of love over fear can the children of the world find themselves in the grace and peace
promised so long ago. Although written for Middle-Grade readers ages 9 and up, this story will touch the
hearts of adults just as deeply. (This is a series of 3 books, all are in the St. John Library for your use.)

https://www.amazon.com/Joy-Unspeakable-Contemplative-Practices-Church/dp/150642161X
Barbara Holmes focuses on the aspects of the Black church that point beyond particular congregational
gatherings toward a mystical and communal spirituality not within the exclusive domain of any
denomination. This mystical aspect of the black church is deeply implicated in the well-being of African
American people but is not the focus of their intentional reflection. The research in this book details not
only ways in which contemplative experience is built into African American collective worship but also the
legacy of African monasticism, a history of spiritual exemplars, and unique meditative worship practices.

Growing Young: Six Essential Strategies to Help Young People Discover and Love Your Church

○

https://www.amazon.com/Growing-Young-Essential-StrategiesDiscover/dp/0801019257/ref=sr_1_4?crid=10X5BUG9FNQJN&dchild=1&keywords=growing+yo
ung&qid=1629422404&s=books&sprefix=growing+young%2Cstripbooks%2C185&sr=1-4

○

Growing Young provides a strategy any church can use to involve and retain teenagers and young adults.
Packed with both research and practical ideas, Growing Young shows pastors and ministry leaders how
to position their churches to engage younger generations in a way that breathes vitality, life, and energy
into the whole church.

●

The Conscious Enneagram: How to Move from Typology to Transformation
○ https://www.cokesbury.com/The-Conscious-Enneagram
○

Our final selection pairs with the Enneagram Personality Test we are promoting as part of our
Spiritual Gifts assessment! Through practical, easy-to-understand coaching, storytelling, and
personal inquiry, Abi Robins explores three main ways for getting from where we are to where
we could be: Practice, Lineage, and Community. This book will show you how to cultivate each
of these legs in your life in meaningful, enriching ways that are tailored to your type.
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5
Jan Elwell
th
5
Kevin Flynn
th
7
Phil Mains
th
8
Richard Kik
th
9
Bruce Henniges
11th Jackie Klepper
12th Sheila Higley
16th BJo Waltz
18th Eliza Boley
18th Emma Walters
20th Roger Smith
21st Paul Vitantonio
23rd Dolores Niddifer
26th Kathy Ruger
28th Len Brown
29th Larry Ellison
29th Nya Higley
31st Jordynn Dolbee
th

7th Russ & Rheyma Gruber
12th Dennis & Kathy Hoorn
16th Lorence & Nancy Wenke
18th Mel & MaryLou Woolf
25th Kent Dobee & Kara Hoorn
31st Norm & Shirley Schneider

Do you recognize this mug? It misses
you! We do too! We would all love to
see you back at GLUMC.

LOST ‘N’ FOUND
If you no longer would like to receive the
Trailblazer or have a change of email,
please notify Kelly in the office, 629-5137.
Please let me know if your birthday or
anniversary is missing or incorrect. We
want to help you celebrate your happy
events and don’t want to get it wrong!

Items will be collected for three months
and at the end of the quarter be given to
charity. Look for lost items until the end
of September.
Lost:

Nothing at this time.

Found: Nothing at this time.
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From the Editor:
Articles for inclusion in the monthly
Trailblazer are due the third Thursday
of each month by 3:00 p.m.
Your article may be edited for
punctuation, spelling and
occasionally, grammar or syntax,
space, or just to make it more easily
understood.
Make sure to include: Who, What,
Where, When, Cost, Contact person and
phone number.
Please submit to:
trailblazerglumc@gmail.com
Email changes go to the Office
Manager at address below.

This ‘n’ That
Women at the Well
omen at the Well meets on the second Monday of
the month at 6:45 pm in the Youth Room at the
church. Our August meeting will be on the 8th. We
have just begun a book titled Return of the
Prodigal Son by Henri Nouwen. We would love to
have you join us.

Bible Study
astor Ian’s Bible Study on Wednesdays will
resume in September.

Office Manager:
Kelly McLeod
Monday-Friday, 9A-1:00P
gulllakeumc@gmail.com
629-5137 or 269.303.1324

Financial Manager
Edith Lane
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9A-1:00P
ediefinancialglumc@gmail.com
629-5137 or 269.569.6334

Pastor
Ian Boley
Office Hours: Sunday 12-2P and
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, 9A-3P
Ministry Hours: Monday 3-5P, Tuesday
& Wednesday 3-6P, Thursday 9-5P

Adult Bible Connections
dult Bible Connections will return in September
on Sunday mornings after Worship.
As will

Coffee with the Pastor
offee with Ian takes place on Wednesday
mornings, 10:00A, at the church. Get to know
your Pastor and imbibe your favorite beverage
(as long as that’s coffee 😊) at the same time.

629-5137 or 989.400.1268

Trailblazer
Leslie Schultz
3rd Thursday each month, 3:00P
trailblazerglumc@gmail.com
629-4048

Breakfast at Liz’s on Tuesday’s at 7:30 AM.
Everyone is welcome to join us.
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Gull Lake United Methodist Church
8640 Gull Road, Richland, MI 49083
(269)629-5137 www.gulllakeumc.org

0

Our Mission: To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
We are energized by faith – Engaged to grow – Empowered to make a difference.

