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The 2011 Richland Area CROP Walk will be 
held on Sunday, October 9 at 1:30 pm. It will be 
held at the Kellogg Forest (south of M-89 on 
42

nd
 street). There will be a choice of a one-mile 

or a three-mile walk. 
 
Last year more than 100 walkers participated in 
the Richland Area Walk and we raised $5,198 
to help feed hungry persons, both in our com-
munity and in the broader world. This year our 
goal is 125 walkers and a total contribution of 
$7,500. CROP Walk started in the 1960ôs. Since that time the various walks 
in Michigan alone have raised $45 million to assist 80 countries world-wide. 
 
30% of the funds will be retained for use in the Richland Community. 
Half of the local funds (or 15%) will go to the ñHands of Godò store at the 

Gull Lake Community Church that gives household goods and furni-
ture to persons in need. 

Half will go to the Loaves and Fishes food pantry at the First Presbyterian 
Church. 

 
70% of the funds we raise will go to international projects selected by Church 
World Service. Some projects funded in past years include 

Food relief for chronically malnourished; 
Famine and disaster relief; 
Supplying a village with a well for safe drinking water; 
Giving draft animals to poor farmers to increase food production; 
Giving a poor family chickens in order to sell eggs. 
 

Please join us for the CROP Walk this year. As an incentive for youth walkers 
there will be a matching grant of 
$25 for each $25 raised by a 
young person. 
 
Contact Mary Ellen Bearden for 
any questions for further informa-
tion: 
Telephone:  269-623-5990 
Email:  meb@mei.net 

The Childrenôs Council is gearing up for another successful year of Sunday school.  Children will 
learn a Bible verse and Bible story in a four week rotation cycle.  In the Snack Shack a group pre-
pares a yummy treat to share with the other classes.  Children in the Craft room create a craft 
based on the story.  In the Bible Hut students get cozy and read from an age appropriate Bible or 
hear the story from a large picture book.  The Movie Theatre offers the bible story in movie form 
while kids munch on popcorn.   Every Sunday starts off with the entire group of children and 
teachers singing and offering is collected .  
 

Join us for the Sunday school kick off and registration Sunday, September 11 starting at 11:00am.   The   We look for-
ward to another fun and exciting year of Sunday school!   
 

 
8:30am Worship 

 
9:50am Sunday School for 

Adults and Youth  
(Grades 6ð12) 

 
11:00am  Worship 

 
11:00am Sunday School for 

Children (PreschoolðGrade 5) 
 

Fall worship hours begin  
Sunday, September 11th.  

Please join us! 
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Sunday, September 25, 2011  
15

th
 Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Scripture:  Matthew 21:23-32 
                    Exodus 17:1-7 
 
Sermon:   ñWaterò 

Sunday, September 18, 2011  
14

th
 Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Scripture:  Matthew 20:1016 
       Exodus 16:2-15 
 
Sermon:  ñBreakfast of  
  Complainersò 

Sunday, September 11, 2011  
13

th
 Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Scripture:  Exodus 14:19-31 
       Matthew 18:21-35 
 
Sermon:  ñHow Many Times?!ò 

Sunday, September 4, 2011  
12

th
 Sunday after Pentecost 

Communion Sunday 
 
Scripture:  Matthew 18:15-20 
                    Romans 13:8-14 
 
Sermon:  ñWake Upò 

Greetings! 
 
 I write this as the Michigan Area School of Pastoral Ministry is about to 
end.  It has been quite an informative couple of days.  The theme this year 
has been ñSinging the Lordôs Song in a Strange Land.ò  Our speakers have 
been amazing; Brian McLaren is an expert in this strange land the church 
finds itself in - the land where the fastest growing denomination is the 
ñunaffiliated.ò  Those who are unchurched, those who have become disenfran-
chised, wounded, or ignored by the church and choose to find their spiritual 
fulfillment outside of the church.  Our other speaker was Dr. Clinton McCann, 
who is a professor of Old Testament at Eden Seminary in St. Louis.  I gained 
insight from both of these men, which you will probably hear about down the 
road.  But there has been one thing that has me pondering and just wonôt 
seem to let me go.  Psalm 40. 
 
 The rock group U2 writes their music with a deep faith and spirituality 
woven into the lyrics.  Dr. McCann opened his discussion by playing a U2 
song called ñ40ò.  The words are taken from Psalm 40 and the band closes 
every concert with this song, which is preceded by one of my very favorite U2 
songs ñYahweh.ò  The words to both the beginning of the U2 song and Psalm 
40 are: 
 

I waited patiently for the Lord; he inclined and heard my cry  
He brought me up out of the pit, out of the miry clay.   (vv 1 -2a) 

The song continues with verses 2b and 3b: 
 

He set my feet upon a rock and made my footsteps firm  
Many will see, Many will see and hear.  

Then the chorus is based on verse 3a: 
 

I will sing, sing a new song.  I will sing, sing a new song.  
How long to sing this song.  How long to sing this song.   

 
 Now you may be wondering why I am rambling on about this song!  Itôs 
on my mind, because Iôm wondering about all those unaffiliated people, who 
are being reached by the Spirit outside of the church.  And I wonder where is 
the church?  Millions of people, young and middle aged flock to U2 concerts 
and even more buy and listen to their music on cdôs, mp3ôs and iPodôs.  These 
ñsecularò yet faith-filled followers of Jesus are reaching the unaffiliated, but the 
unaffiliated remain just that. 
  
 Where is the church?  How is the church renewing their commitment to 
make safe places for the unaffiliated to become affiliated?  We donôt have to 
establish a worship service of U2 music (what a cool service that could be), 
but we do have to find ways to renew ourselves so that people who have been 
wounded by the church, maybe even wounded by this church, can find a wel-
coming, safe place to be in relationship with God.  Are you willing to seek 
ways to affiliate this large denomination?  I hope so, because I AM THE 
CHURCH, YOU ARE THE CHURCH, WE ARE THE CHURCH TOGETHER,  
and church, we have people who need the church. 
 
Shalom, 
Pastor Mona 
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SAVE THE DATE 
 

Our annual Church Conference has been scheduled for Wednesday, November 9th at 7:00pm.  
This will be part of a Cluster Conference, and will take place at the Sunnyside United Methodist 
Church at 2800 Gull Road in Kalamazoo.  District Superintendent Neil Davis will preside.  Please 
mark your calendars and plan to attend this important meeting in the life of the Gull Lake United 
Methodist Church. 

BILL GAITHER IS COMING TO GRAND RAPIDS  
 

On December 9th the Bill Gaither Vocal Band is coming to The Grand Rapids 
Van Andel Arena. If you like contemporary gospel you wonôt want to miss this 
show! 
 
The Adult Ministry/Community Presence Committee is thinking of organizing a 
group to attend this event. Maybe we could car pool up to Grand Rapids and 
have dinner somewhere before the show. If you are interested please contact 
John Kuch at 671-5104. 
 
Tickets went on sale August 22nd. This concert will sell out fast. It will be up to you to get your own tickets. Visit 
www.ticketmaster.com to purchase your tickets. 

Adult Ministry/Community Presence  
 
There were about 15 who gathered at the Richland Township Park on Friday, August 5

th
 

to enjoy wonderful fellowship and food. We missed all those who were unable to attend 
and hope to see you next year! 
 
Adult Sunday school will resume on September 11 at 9:50am.  We will be offering an 
inspiring 8 week study with Philip Yancey called ñThe Bible Jesus Readò. Here are some 
words from Philip Yancey about this study. 
 

 ñI have met many Christians who have only read the New Testament, not the Old. 
They may have tried to read the Old Testament here and there, but they found it too long, too disordered, or 
simply too strange. I sympathize, but at the same time I feel sad for those people because I donôt think we get a 
full picture of how a life with God works from the New Testament alone. 
This study is titled ñThe Bible Jesus Readò because, when you think about it, Jesus didnôt have Paulôs Epistles or 
the Gospels. So when he would go away and spend time meditating on Godôs Word, he used the Psalms, the 
Prophets, and the books of Moses. Thatôs where Jesus believed his relationship with God the Father was 
formed and examined. 
I find it is helpful for me just to remember what the Old Testament is. The Old Testament is Godôs living mes-
sage to us. It consists of truths he wants us to know about himself, about us, and about life. The study of the Old 
Testament will yield a richness and value I believe you cannot obtain from any other source. This is, after all, the 
Bible Jesus read.ò Philip Yancey 

 
Consider expanding your Christian education and join the adult Sunday school program as we walk through the Old Tes-
tament with Philip Yancey. 
 
October will bring us to the annual Richland Area CROP Walk. Please watch for the details of 
date, time and place and when to pick up your walking envelopes to begin getting those pledges. 
Letôs do our BEST to help stamp out hunger!! 

 
Let your light shine! 
AMCP 


