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SAVE THE DATE 
 

Our annual Church Conference has been scheduled for Wednesday, Novem-
ber 9th at 7:00pm.  This will be part of a Cluster Conference, and will take 
place at the Sunnyside United Methodist Church at 2800 Gull Road in Kala-
mazoo.  District Superintendent Neil Davis will preside.  Please mark your 
calendars and plan to attend this important meeting in the life of the Gull Lake 
United Methodist Church. 

SCRIP MAKES SHOPPING 
AND HOLIDAY GIFT-

GIVING EASY! 
  

Get more bang for your buck 
this Christmas as you shop and  
support the GLUMC Youth at 
the same time! 
  
The Holiday Season is quickly 
approaching and what better 
way to do your holiday shopping 
than with gift cards from Scrip! 
  
The beauty of Scrip is that you 
can earn money for the GLUMC youth without spending a single 
additional penny.  How does it work?   You order gift cards from all 
your favorite stores, at face value, and the GLUMC youth earn a 
percentage back.  Itôs that easy! 
  
You could order gift cards to make every day purchases such as 
food, clothing and gasoline.  You can order gift cards to restau-
rants and movie theaters for a night out; and as the holiday gift giv-
ing gears up, youôll want to order them for those hard to buy peo-
ple on your holiday list.  The Great Lakes Scrip Center offers gift 
cards from over 500 of the countryôs biggest brands including Best 
Buy, Target, Home Depot, Wal-Mart, and Toys R Us.  Virtually 
anywhere you shop will accept some form of Scrip! 
  
The money that is earned from this program is used to support the 
Youth Mission Trip held each summer, so your participation di-
rectly benefits the GLUMC youth.  Order early and often!  Simply 
speak to one of the GLUMC youth or contact Director of Youth 
Discipleship Dan Malseed in the church office.  Cash and checks 
are accepted for Scrip purchases, and please plan to allow one 
week to ten days for your order to be processed. 

Sunday November 6th ð
Donôt forget to set your 

clocks back!  
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Sunday, November 27, 2011 

First Sunday of Advent 

 

Scripture:  Mark 13:24-37 

      Isaiah 64:1-9 

 

Sermon:  ñWaitingò 

Sunday, November 20, 2011 

Celebration of Discipleship  

Sunday 

 

Dean Beguhl bringing the message 

to both services. 

Sunday, November 13, 2011 

22nd Sunday After Pentecost 

 

Scripture:  Psalm 123 

      Matthew 25:14-30 

 

Sermon:  ñTrusting in Usò 

Sunday, November 6, 2011 

All Saints Sunday/Communion 

 

Scripture:  1 John 3:1-3 

       Matthew 5:1-12 

 

Sermon:  ñBlessingsò 

Plan Ahead: 
 
Please mark your calen-
dars and be aware that 
there will only be one 
worship service on  
December 25th and 
January 1st, at 9:30 am.  
Sunday School classes 
will not meet on those 
days. 

Greetings! 
 
 Iôm finding it hard to believe that November is here, but it is in-
deed!  So many things go on in November.  The celebration begins with 
All Saints Day and then we move on to Veterans day. We canôt leave 
out opening day of deer season, Thanksgiving Day, and the first Sun-
day of Advent.  Need anything more? 
 
 When we think of Thanksgiving day, we canôt help but think of all 
the things we have and all the things we are thankful for.  We give 
thanks for family, friends, food, shelter, jobs, and health.  All good 
things to be thankful for.  But do we remember to give thanks to the 
One who has given all these things to us? 
 
 Paul writes to the Colossians, ñAs Godôs chosen ones, holy 
and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humil-
ity, meekness, and patience.  Bear with one another and if anyone 
has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the 
Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.  Above all, clothe 
yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect 
harmony.  And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which 
indeed you were called in the one body.  And be thank-
fulò (Colossians 3:12-15).  We are called to be thankful for all that God 
has given to us, the ability to show compassion and kindness to others, 
to forgive as we have been forgiven.  Sometimes itôs not that easy to be 
thankful for those things after being hurt by someone and  we want to 
get even, or we like to boast about our accomplishments, proclaiming 
that they are our achievements and ours alone.  We often forget that it 
is the God who created us who gives us blessings beyond measure 
when we live clothed with the call of Jesus Christ, and are thankful for 
that kind of life. 
 
 So as you gather around your Thanksgiving meal, remember 
that you are indeed Godôs chosen one and be thankful that your are 
chosen by God.  Give thanks to that God for calling you to live the life of 
Godôs chosen child.  Remember to clothe yourself in the peace of 
Christ.  ñAnd whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through himò (Colossians 3:17). 
 
 May you have a truly blessed Thanksgiving! 
 
Shalom, 
Pastor Mona 
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Ushers 
6 Richard & Jo Chamberlin (8:30) 
 Joe & Lynn Alberding 
 Larry & Tamila Williams(11:00) 
 Melvin & Mary Lou Woolf 
13 Don & Sue Paulson (8:30) 
 Nancy Martin 
 Ted Dietz 
 Carl Osterling (11:00) 
 Jon & Peggy Crawford 
20 Dick & Lois Hudson (8:30) 
 Russ & Rheyma Gruber 
 Todd & Rachelle Jenner (11:00) 
 Jon Morgan  
27 Bill & RuthAnn Uggen (8:30) 
 Steve and Brett Rogers 
 Carl & Marilyn Bryant (11:00) 
 Jim & Jean George 

Liturgists 
6 Mike Morrett (8:30) 
13 Curtis Miller (8:30) 
 Todd Meinert (11:00) 
20 Craig Schroeder (8:30) 
27 Karen Morse (8:30) 

 
 
8:30 Greeters 
6 Marge Waldo 
 Jo Hopkins 
13 Mike Morrett 
 Faye Koestner 
20 John & Jill Engle 
27 Ted & Kris Dietz 
 

 

 

Hospitality Hosts 
6 Doug & Jan Hartough (8:30) 
 B Jo Waltz (11:00) 
 Connie Wise 
13 Jack & Carolyn Harvey (8:30) 
 Phil & Sue Mains (11:00) 
20 Joe & Lynn Alberding (8:30) 
 Todd & Theresa Meinert (11:00) 
27 Daphne Kreuzer (8:30) 
 Jo Hopkins 
 Larry & Edith Lane (11:00) 
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Singers Invited to Sing in Community Chorus for Advent 
 

Richland-area churches will be holding a community-wide Advent Les-
sons and Carols Service at GLUMC on Sunday, Dec. 4, at 7 p.m. Singers 
are needed for the community chorus that will perform 3 anthems at the 

service. Rehearsals will be held Tuesdays Nov. 1, 8, and 15 at First Pres-
byterian Church from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m., and at 6:30 on Tues. Nov. 29 at 
GLUMC. Singers may decide which of the 3 anthems they would like to 

sing, and are asked to attend at least 3 of the 4 rehearsals. 
 

All singers are welcome to participate in this special community event. 
Anyone with questions may contact Julie Nemire at 501-2291. 

A new adult Sunday school class beginning Nov 4 ï Nov 20th 
will be the Faith Lessons series on ñThe Promised Land cross-
roads to the worldò. Consider expanding your Christian educa-
tion and join the adults meeting in Hamill Hall @9:50 a.m. 
 
A HUGE thank you goes out to everyone who donated bags of 
candy for Trick or Treat in the Park. For all those who dressed 
up and helped to hand out candy and pencils from our church, 
we had a great time! 
 
The Altogether Christian small group, meeting Sunday eve-
nings at 5:00 p.m., is learning much about John & Charles 
Wesley, their sermons, and what we have in common yet to-
day! We are also learning and growing in fellowship with one 
another. 
 
Adult Ministry/Community Pres-
ence is working on the calendar 
for 2012. If there is an activity or 
event you would like to do, please 
let us know! We are currently look-
ing into planning a WMU or K-
Wings hockey game and WMU 
basketball game for the first part of 
the year. 
 
Let your light shine! 
AMCP 

HEAVENôS SPECIAL CHILD  
A Tribute to Special Children 

A meeting was held quite far from Earth. 

It was time again for another birth. 

Said the angels to the Lord aboveð 

This special child will need much love. 

Her progress may be very slow, 

Accomplishments she may not show. 

And sheôll require extra care 

From the folks she meets down there. 

She may not run or laugh or play. 

Her thoughts may seem quite far away. 

So many times she will be labeled 

ñdifferentò, ñhelplessò and disabled. 

So  letôs be careful where sheôs sent. 

We want her life to be content. 

Please Lord, find the parents who 

Will do a special job for you. 

They will not realize right away 

The leading role they are asked to play 

But with this child sent from above 

Comes stronger faith and richer love. 

And soon theyôll know the privilege given  

In caring for their gift from heaven. 

Their precious charge, so meek and mild 

Is heavenôs very special child. 
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I want to thank my church family for the cards, calls, thoughts 
and prayers in my latest illness.  To date, we know nothing 
more, but am feeling somewhat better!  Less pain, more en-
ergy! 
Sincerely, Jim Wise  

Heifer International was founded in 
1944 right here in the Midwest by 
farmers who thought it would be a 
good idea to help farmers in devas-
tated countries. 
 
Their goal is to end hunger and pov-
erty and by the gifts of livestock to 
enable the participants to be self 

reliant and give them hope for a better future. We have supported 
Heifer since 1982 with cardboard arks for the children to take home 
and fill and also by gifts from our congregation. 
 
Heifer International started out giving heifers but soon added all other 
farm animals and also some like buffalo and camels that do especially 
well in some areas. 
 
They select families in a community and a veterinarian trains them in 
the care and management of their animal and remains available to 
help. 
 
In their 66 years of operation they have helped more than 13.6 million 
families (71 million people) in more than 125 countries. 
 
Heifer refers to the animals as ñliving loansò because in exchange for 
their livestock and training, families agree to give one of their animalôs 
female offspring and training in itôs care to another family in need. Itôs 
called passing on the gift. Records show each animal is passed on an 
average of six timesðsome as long as sixteen times. 
 
Now Heifer gives each participant vegetable seeds, fruit tree seedlings 
and often chickens along with their animal. 
 
Families that receive an animal are soon able to have additional in-
come. They use it first to buy more food, than to send their children to 
school and then to improve their home. 

 
If you wish to make a personal donation write ñHeifer Interna-
tionalò in the memo line on your check to GLUMC. 

After just completing the third knee surgery since the beginning 
of summer, words cannot express how thankful I am for the 
support from Pastor Mona and all my church family and friends.  
Thank you to everyone for the calls, cards, and visits.  The food 
including the wonderful soups and home baked bread and jam 
have been truly appreciated.  Also special thanks to those who 
have helped provide transportation to physical therapy when I 
have been unable to drive myself.  This has been a difficult 
year and I am so thankful for all of you that have made it a little 
easier for me.  
 
Wishing you blessings, 
Paula Schneider 

Donna Partington was the youngest of 11 children 
(including two half-brothers whose mother had diedðthey 
were raised by their maternal grandmother).  I was the 
one closest in age to her. 
 
When she was about two years of age, my parents felt 
she was not developing like the other children and took 
her to a pediatrician in Burlington IA.  He advised them 
that she had sustained a brain injury at birth and sug-
gested they take her to the childrenôs clinic at the Univer-
sity of Iowa.  This was done and they confirmed the ear-
lier diagnosis. 
 
In my motherôs writings of the trip, to Iowa City, she men-
tioned that she and my dad spoke nary a word on the way 
back home.  When they did arrive home, my mother went 
behind the woodshed and cried her eyes out. 
 
Donna was unable to talk or go to school   My parents 
kept her at home on the farm until they retired and moved 
to town, and with the help of all the other children they 
were able to care for her.   We took Donna with us every-
where.  As a teenager it was embarrassing  for me, at 
times,  to be with her as she would giggle and make loud 
noises. 
 
After my father died, she was placed in a Development 
Center where she worked in a workshop and resided 
there during the week.  My mother, who was getting up in 
age, had to solely care for  her on weekends and see that 
she got to and from the Center.  My mother then decided 
she needed a permanent home, and she was placed in a 
care facility.   A medical problem arose, and she was then 
put in a nursing home.   Several years ago, she lost most 
of her sight due to an eye infection. 
 
Donna sustained a massive heart attack on August 9 and 
died August 16th.  She was 75 years of age.   On her 
tombstone, our parents had the words ñHeavenôs Special 
Childò engraved.  Our daughter Tammey wrote some 
comments, which I delivered at the funeral; i.e. ñBeing 
mentally retarded from birth, some might say that Donnaôs 
life was not significant, but I believe she taught lessons of 
love and patience.  She had a profound influence on her 
family and those who cared for her.  Her impact extends 
to all of us who are patient with those who are different; 
helping us be a bit more understanding and compassion-
ate; and finding  joy in milestones and growth.  Jesus had 
a special place in his heart for those who are vulnerable 
and who are unable to care for themselves.  I have often 
thought of this when I think of Donna.  She was a teacher 
to me in many ways.  Her life was a gift to us and we 
are gratefuléò  
 
Many times I wonder how my mother was able to carry 
such a heavy load for so many years (she lived to be 88).  
Perhaps a clue is something I found in her writings which 
said ñpeace on the outside comes from knowing God 
within.ò 
 
Thank you for the e-mails, sympathy cards and support 
during this difficult time. 
Merna Francis 

NOTES FROM THE CONGREGATION 
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2012 Offering Envelopes 
 
As we approach year end, it is time to consider whether or not you will need 2012 
Offering Envelopes.  The use of preprinted envelope numbers has dropped over the 
years and its time to  create a fresh new list for those who need them and want them, 
rather than just automatically renewing the list.  Each year we order a few extra 
boxes for those who are new to the church and want envelopes of for those who 
changed their mind.  Costs vary depending on how many boxes of envelopes that we 
order.  Last year our cost was approximately $3.08 per box. 
 
DO YOU NEED THEM? 
A preprinted offering envelope is not required for your donation to be credited to your 
ñaccountò at church.  Gifts are posted to your account using either your name or en-
velope number. A personal check with your name imprinted on it, folded and placed 
in the offering plate without being in an envelope will be posted to your account.  Or you can tuck your personal check in 
a pew envelope. Cash placed in a pew envelope must have your name written on the pew envelope to receive credit; 
otherwise unmarked cash is considered in total as ñLoose Offering.ò If your gifts to the church are being sent via elec-
tronic funds transfer or you simply choose to write one check per month rather than four or five and you find yourself sim-
ply throwing away the preprinted weekly envelopes, you may want to let us know that you do not need preprinted enve-
lopes any more.  We do try to cull the list each year based on your giving patterns, but sometimes people like to use the 
preprinted envelopes as a visual reminder. Preprinted envelopes make giving easy if you are a weekly, biweekly or fairly 
regular contributor.  They can also be used to show you at a glance if your contributions are paid up to date. 
 
DO YOU WANT THEM? 
If you currently have preprinted envelopes and you would like to have another box for 2012, there is nothing that you 
need to do at this time.  If you find, however that you do not need envelopes for the next giving year, please contact Joy 
Mills in the office at officemanager@gulllakeumc.org or call 620-5137.  Envelopes will be available beginning the week of 
November 20th. 

CHRISTMAS GIFT PACKAGES 
FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY 

  
Again this year weôd like to remember those serving our country by sending a "goodie box" in December. If you would 
like to donate items please refer to the following list. Please donôt feel limited by this list, if you have an idea for some-
thing not listed, that would be great! Monetary gifts would also be appreciated to help with shipping costs. 
 
Food Items (in individual serving sizes):  
Rice Krispie treats, nuts, Pringles, dry fruit or fruit in serving size cans, candy, crackers, microwave popcorn, cookies, 
slim jims (without pork as an ingredient), chewing gum, pre-sweetened powdered drink mixes, tea, instant coffee, instant 
oatmeal or cereals. 
 
Fun & Games:  
magazines, paper back books (these can be 2

nd
 hand), crossword puzzles 

books, pencils, post-it notes, writing paper, Frisbees, disposable cameras, bal-
loons, jump ropes, movie DVDôs 
 
Personal Care Items:  
lotion, shampoo, hand wipes, toothpaste (all without alcohol because it is flam-
mable), disposable razors, chap stick, dental floss, toothbrushes, white cotton 
socks 
 
Please place your donations in the box marked "Christmas: Military Packages" 
found in Fellowship Hall. 
Thank you! 

Sandy Schwoebel 
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News from the GLUMC Leadership Team 
 
The GLUMC Administrative Board, Council on Ministries and Lay Leadership Teams have been very busy this 
year attempting to streamline the church leadership structure for improved efficiency and communication.  The 
following motion was passed by those bodies in July, and will be up for final approval at the Church Conference 
on November 9th.   

 
MOTION:  Be it resolved that the Gull Lake United Methodist Church shall adopt a new church structure utilizing the title 
ñChurch Councilò as outlined in the Book of Discipline, paragraph 252, p. 160, and presented as follows.  This Church 
Council will effectively eliminate the current Administrative Board and Council on Ministries. 

 
CHURCH COUNCIL 

Chairperson 
Vice Chairperson 

 
NURTURE, OUTREACH, AND MINISTRY AREAS 

Adult Ministries & Community Presence Chairperson 
Care Team Representative 
Childrenôs Council Chairperson 
Director of Youth Discipleship 
Historical Committee Chairperson 
Membership & Discipleship Chairperson 
Missions Committee Chairperson 
Health Committee Chair 
Stewardship Chairperson 
Worship Committee Chairperson 

 
RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY AREAS 

Finance Chairperson 
Treasurer 
Trustees Chairperson 
SPRC Chairperson 
Lay Leadership Vice Chairperson 

 
AT-LARGE REPRESENTATION 

Youth (between ages of 13-18) 
Young Adult (between ages of 18-30) 
Lay Member to Annual Conference 

 
EX-OFFICIO 

Pastor 
Office Manager/Acting Secretary 

 
 
RATIONALE:  The Church Council shall be amenable to and function as the administrative agency of the church confer-
ence.  The Council shall oversee the planning, implementation, evaluation and resourcing of all ministries of congrega-
tional life.  The Council shall insure that the Vision and Mission of the Gull Lake United Methodist Church is fulfilled 
through the establishment of specific goals, coordination of all ministries and effective communications among all its 
members. 
 
The intent of this proposed new organizational structure: 

To facilitate more effective planning and implementation of all ministries of Gull Lake United Methodist Church 
through 

Greater communication and coordination of all areas in regularly scheduled Church Council meetings 
Greater involvement and leadership among laity 
Redirecting Staff persons as resources for ministry that empower the Laity 
Aligning ministries consistent with specific ministry areas as outline by the Book of Discipline in paragraph 252, sec-

tion 2 under the areas of nurture, outreach and witness. 
Departmentalizing Church structure for more cohesive coordination through a unified Church Council 
To align ministry areas and Council membership with the Book of Discipline 
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Womenôs Fellowship 
 
Women at the Well  
Monday, November 14th at 7:00pm 
Nancy Harveyôs home, 7390 Pin Oak Circle, Augusta 
 
Sonshine Circle  
Thursday, November 10th at 9:30am 
Program:  Personal Care Bags 
Devotions & Refreshments:  Mary Boyce and Gwen Pook 
 
Gathererôs Circle 
Monday, November 21st at 6:30pm 
Hostesses:  Karen Woolf and Mary Lou Woolf 
 

30
TH

 ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION UPDATE 
 

The profit from the photo DVD, which was made for our churchôs 30
th
 anniversary, was $40.  It went to Ministry Shares. 

The DVDôs were passed out with the bulletin at worship on Anniversary Sunday, May 22
nd

.   A 30
th
 year history was also 

compiled and available that day.  There are a couple DVDôs left; also a few copies of the history.  If you wish to have ei-
ther of these, call me at 665-9430. 
 
A photo DVD; updated church history booklet; and a Gull Lake ornament were given to each of our former pastors.  Most 
were distributed at Annual Conference.  Reverend Keith and Becky Heifner wished to be remembered to all and advised 
they are well.  They still have their two locations ï Tennessee and Florida. 
 
Merna Francis, Church Historian 

More Leadership Newsé. 
 
In addition to a change in the organization of the church leadership team,  the following proposal for limiting the terms of 
committee chairs has also been considered and approved by both the Administrative Board and the Council on Minis-
tries.  This proposal will be up for final consideration at the Church Conference on November 9th: 
 
 
MOTION:  Effective January 1, 2012, be it resolved that the Gull Lake United Methodist Church shall adopt a policy of 
limiting the terms of office for all of the elected or appointed committee chairpersons of the local church to no more than 
three consecutive years (in any one capacity),  as recommended in the Book of Discipline, paragraph 247.7, p. 161. 

November Anniversaries 
 
5 Ken & Stephanie Alofs 
8 Ev & Barb Couch 
9 Dave & Sally  Warner 
10 Carl & Marilyn Bryant 
14 Dave & Julie Powell 
15 Bud & Doris Gay 
17 Bob & Christine Priest 
22 Don & Carol Coggan 
26 Tom  & Carol Vogeler 
 

November Birthdays 
 
2 Shayla Kuhse 
14 Judy Weyhmiller 
19 Lois Hofmeister 
20 Blair Lorimer 
 Carley Stuut 
21 Michael Crawford 
22 Aden Francis 
23 Nola Perry 
24 Kris Dietz 
26 Ruth Zielinski 
27 Caleb Alofs 
 Gavin Jenner 
28 Harvey Flynn 
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There will be no youth 

group on Nov 23rd, and 

27th enjoy  

Thanksgiving with your 

family.   

Thanksgiving  

Progressive Dinner 

Nov 18th  from 5:00pmï 

8:00pm. Please sign up 

with Dan if you plan on 

attending the event.   
 

Youth Alpha:  
Is a 14 week long class for 

youth from 6th grade to 12th 

grade. Itôs a evangelistic 

course that help youth meet 

Jesus. If interested in partici-

pating in youth alpha please 

talk to Daniel Malseed.  

 

 

Youth Council  

Meeting Nov 6th at 

4:00pm.  

 

Mission trip  

fundraiser selling things 

to do cards & butter braid 

frozen  

pastryôs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the Parents  

I am still looking for help 

transporting youth to Youth 

Alpha at Westwood UMC. 

Please contact Daniel if you 

can help.   

 

Sr. Mission trip  

Fundraisers please  

support your youth. 

 

 

 

We are looking for help 

with the Progressive Din-

ner.  If  you are  interested 

in helping out please call 

Dan Malseed.   

Jr. high youth group meets on 

Sundayõs from 5:00ð6:30pm. 

Sr. high youth group (L.I.F.E. 

Group) meets on Wednesdayõs 

from 6:00pm -7:30pm. 

Meeting are held in the Youth 

Room. 

November Issue   

Happy Thanksgiving to all the families, parents, and youth; November is an exciting time when 

we get to rake up leaves and start really seeing the change in the weather from fall to winter. It 

is also the time when we stop hanging outside and go indoors. With all the changeõs going on 

this month the youth group will be learning a new lesson.  We will be looking at the Care notes 

for teens that is on display under the youth bulletin board. I have looked up lessons for each 

topic we will be learning about. Some of the topics we will be covering are peer pressure, get-

ting back to normal after a break up, college life, fitting in and more.  If you have any questions 

or concerns please feel free to contact me and have a blessed and faithful  November.   

From The youth Director  

November Events: 

Director of youth Discipleship : Daniel Malseed  
E-mail, youthdirector@gulllakeumc.org  

Office phone#629-5137/Cell Phone#269-568-0738 
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Parish Nurse and Health Ministry Notes  
 

     I recently came across an interesting article titled ñVital Signs 
of Spiritual Healthò by Cynthia Wacker RN, MSN/Ed Faith Com-
munity Nurse. As Parish Nurses, we focus on the physical body 
and mind health, but we also focus on the spirit and our relation-
ship with God, which must be incorporated into any health care. 
This article brought up some questions that I felt were relevant. 
     In this article, a church in Colorado along with the Spiritual 
Care Department associated with a Health system developed a 
twenty-question survey to help start basic assessments of spiritual well being. Sample questions noted from 
Ms Wackerôs article included ñWhen I suffer, I suffer most withéFear, Loneliness, Lack of direction, Lack of 
self-esteem, or Pain.ò ñIn my personal relationship with God, God isé Vibrant and integrated in my daily liv-
ing, More theological/conceptual than real, A bystander in my life, occasionally present, or Not real in my life.ò 
Other areas of questions included forgiveness, self-image, stress, and fear. 
     The results from the survey were used to start discussions and education in the areas of spiritual health. 
Next, the church came up with the following vital signs and questions that were later developed into an adult 
Sunday school curriculum.  
SPIRITUAL VITAL SIGNS QUESTIONS 

Spiritual Vital Signs                                     Questions_____________________________________________                                    
1. Significant authentic relationship              1. Are we a church that allows grace to permeate our  
       relationships? 
 
2. Ability to give and receive forgiveness     2. Do we have opportunities for authentic, life giving fellowship?    
                                                                                     
3. Faith that brings hope                                 3.  Does our church offer visions of life from scriptural study? 
                                                                                       
4. Sense of healthy self-worth                        4. Are we willing to explore healing and self-care as the biblical   
                                                                              mandate that it is?    
                 
5. Connectedness with community                5. How does Godôs love emerge from our congregation to our  
                                                                                    community? 
 
6 Coping mechanisms in place for                 6. Do we believe that scripture can and does provide stress  

 
Concepts and questions based on the congregational survey  
 Wacker, Cynthia, ñVital Signs of Spiritual Healthò, Parish Nurse Perspectives Spring 2011, Volume 10, Issue 
2, pp 6,7.  
 
        I did not have access to the all the material but I did feel that these vital signs and 
questions should be added to our conversations.  
       What are you currently doing to feed your spirit? Do you attend Sunday school 
class, a small group study, or prayer team meetings? What is it that speaks to your 
spirit? Maybe it is time to seek out something new or to strengthen your relationship 
with God.  
 
Blessings, 
Connie Wise RN, FCN 

 
Date to remember:   November 15 at 7 pm     A Quiet Center-

ing for the Holidays Service 

   unhealthy stress                                                reduction options that will affect our overall health? 
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Joys:   Merna & Aden Francis celebrated 57th Wedding Anniversary; Arlene Keckler is enjoy-
ing being back home; Gary & Gail Brownôs 13 month old grandson is doing well and gaining 
back some weight; Thank you from Theresa Kushe for all the care & concern;  Thank you to 
all those who so willingly help in so may different ways. 
 
Healthy Pregnancy & Delivery:  Jon & Jen Uggen, due in March.  
 
Loss of Loved Ones:  Josie Sheulter, cousin of Todd Meinert; Jackie Tess, friend of Alice 
Jennings; Amy Stietalôs brother, coworker of Craig Schroeder; Callie,  family pet of Fred & 
Sarah Gillette; Joyce Pearson family, friends of Bryantôs; Tom, husband of Carol Harding and 
member of community; Filbrant family. 
 
Those Serving in Military and their Families:  Andrew Coffey, grandson of Larry & Linda Nich-
ols; In the United States: Nancy Martinôs niece Katlin Manny; Doug & Sue Worgessô nephew, 
William Edmonds;  Jason Anthony, friend of Amy Knight; Lauren Acton;  Aaron Wise; Alofôs 
nephew, Jeffrey Markle;  Eric Brinkman;  Molly Fairbotham;  Eric Wise; Brandon Kirch. In 
Italy: Tom Casey. In Afghanistan: Mark Cutler, nephew of Osterlings; Matthew Kik; Seth Blay-
den; Julia (Baker) Pitzôs friend, Todd; Dawn Vickery. 
 

Local, National & World Concerns: Earthquake in Turkey: Food donations for Loaves & Fishes; Gospel Mission is in need of bread and juice; 
Those struggling with drug/alcohol abuse; Drought; famine in Africa; National economics; Prayers for the safety of children in Haiti; Vision 
for our church; Youth & Adults seeking employment; Continued support for work in Haiti & the Gulf; Our leaders, local, state, national; 
Prayers for world peace. 

 
Homebound:   At Northpointe Woods: Margaret Trepanier; Doris Luedecking; At Dillon Hall: Nancy Zamora; At The Oaks (Battle Creek):  Wil-
liam King, B Jo Waltzôs father;  At The Fountains:  Kim Harvey & Angie Flynnôs grandmother;  At home: Charles & Virginia Fewless;  Arlene 
Gumtow;  Bill Geary;  Dorothy Arnold;  George, Mike Morrettôs father;  Harold Martini;  Betty, Tim Stammôs mother;  Becky Boone. At Direc-
tors Hall: Mildred Perg, Leola Walkerôs mother. At Calhoun Cty Med Care Fac in Battle Creek:  Grace Bennett., Kathy Rugerôs friend. At 
Bronson Place:  Vicki Johnson. At other locations:  Louise Jenkins, Alice Jennings sister;   Carol Long, Tamila Williamsô mom; Peg Ilerôs 
parents; Kay Jaeger, Sarah Gilletteôs mom.  

 
Hospice Care: Russ Avery, father of Cheri Rose; David, uncle of Tamila Williams; Bev Grant (friend of Martha Kuch); Jim Lacertosa (friend of 

the Meinert's); Jo Hosford (friend of Alice Jennings).  
 
Cancer Concerns: Chris Niedermeyer, cousin of Todd Meinert; Gloria, sister of Harriet Griffith; Beth, wife of Community Church Pastor; Vicki 
Wolthuis; Edward Schneider; Sally Graves, friend of Sue Paulson; Jeff Milan; Lee Davis, friend, of Jen Smith and Alice Jennings; Nick Levy 
and Lori Rowani, friends of Meinert's; Natalie, Bill Hickôs sister; Carolyn Haines, sister of Jack Harvey; Jeff Schmit, friend of Marilyn Kik; Jeff 
Monnette, husband of Margaret; cancer fighters and survivors; Pam Goheen, niece of Margaret Upson; Scott Taylor, friend of Carl & Marilyn 
Bryant; Nancy Fierke, sister of Peg Iler; Linda Foster, friend of Dean Beguhl; Carla, niece of Patty Nelson; David Searles and Sherri DeHaan,  
friends of Cris Lytle;  Grandmother of Alex and Cassie Murphy; Bill Corning, grandfather of Nicole Malseed; MaryAnn, niece of Rheyma Gru-
ber; Ron Baker, Rob Bakerôs cousin; Dan Kavanaugh, friend of Sue Worgess; Sandy Olson/Schwerin; Arianna, 3 yr old;  MaryAnn Frgeman 
and Kathleen Beegle,  friends of Merna Francis;  Will Tear, friend of Don & Leslie Schultz;  Dustan Colyer;  Doris Anderson, Cheri Roseôs 
Mom;  Mary Ann, Rheyma Gruberôs niece; Gideon Schrimpsema, friend of Sandra Smith;   Al Csiszar ,Cheryl McCroreyôs brother-in-law;  
Friend of Kaitlyn Smith; Dawn Morgan, wife of Steve & daughter-in-law of Julie Morgan Powell;  Mary Stafford, friend of Martha Kuch;  Jill 
Gould;  Jay Kelley, a classmate of Carl & Gloria Osterling;  Bruce Baeuerle, brother-in-law of Martha Kuch;  Joe Kuhse , brother-in-law of 
Theresa Kuhse; Rory, Ann Swartoutôs Mom; Elaine Miller, friend of Julie (Morgan) Powell; Bob, friend of Bob & Jan Elwell;  Jana, Gloria Os-
terlingôs niece; Will Nelson, Karen Austinôs friend; Bill Remington; Marta, Ann Swartoutôs friend; Dick, Jon Willardôs father. 
 
Recovery from Surgery:  Kurt Schwoebel; Leon, brother of Theresa Meinert; Don, stepbrother of Carl Bryant; Sandy Schulze, friend of Bry-
antôs. 

 
Upcoming surgery:  Jim Wise (Nov 2) ; Richeles, 12 yr Haitian boy needing heart surgery that Joe Alberding was collecting donations/funds 

for the surgery, currently have everything in place and now waiting on Visa.  
 

Hospitalization:   Shirley Garner, stepmother of Tamilia Williams 
 
Other Prayer Concerns: Jim Sumner, friend of Elwells; Ben Edwardôs mom. friend of Amy Knight; Meg Bishop, niece of Daphne Kreuzer; Leo 
Pavlowski, Theresa Meinertôs dad.; Wilma, sister of Merna Francis; John Harrison; Jana Turpin, friend of Tamilia Williams; Margaret Monette, 
friend of Schroeders; Phyllis Page, friend of Woolfs;  Jerry Jarsma; Mel & Jean Iler; Aden & Merna Francis; Nancy Dygart, Gail and Smith 
Brookhart, friends of Leslie Schultz; Norm Utting, cousin of Marilyn Bryant; Julie Wood, health improving; Norma & Jim Bradfield, friends of 
Alice Jennings; Rev Don & Shelly Spachman, son of Gwen Pook; Sandy Travis family; Pat, daughter of Bud & Doris Gay; Mary Gerlof;  John 
Cramer; Teresa Piner; Paula Schneider; Jason Lofgren; Rev. Dr. David & Kathy Crawford, parents of Jon Crawford; John Cleasby family; 
Martha Kuch; Alice Jennings; Marilyn, sister of Carol Miller; Justin Schroeder; Jeff & Jessica, grandson & wife of Gwen Pook;  Christina Ben-
nett, granddaughter of Alice Jennings; Bill Simpson;  Gordon & Kay Jaeger, and Sarah Gilletteôs family; Walter Forbes, brother of Sally War-
ner;  Karen Austin; Tom McCrorey & family;  Steve Hedgren, cousin of Sandy Schwoebel; Erica, future daughter-in-law of Beardens; Mary 
Boyce; David Crawshaw, friend of Sandy Wooldridge; Glenn Schofield, Karen Austinôs fianc®e; Katelyn, at risk youth; Rosalind, Jackie Red-
mondôs sister-in-law;  Carolyn and Susan, daughters of Gwen Pook;  Patsy Kreuzer, grandmother of Emma Kreuzer; Mary, Aunt of Daphne 
Kreuzer; Brad Baldersten and Sean Fitzpatrick, friends of Daphne Kreuzer;  Dale & Chris Nelson, Jan Elwellôs cousin;  Laura Steffonetti, 
friend of Theresa Meinert;  Jillian Mishko, friend of Theresa Meinert; Joe Fischer; Taryn Scrivener;  Chloe Franklin, great granddaughter of 
Shirley Franklin; Bruce & Gerry Schroeder; Alvin Austin;  Carol, sister of Merna Francis; Sally Bosserd, mother of Joan;  Aaron & Trista Rose;  
Bob Burroughs;  Kurt & Melissa Sherman;  Monica, sister of Deb Kuch; Debbie Podgorski ,Don Schultzôs niece;  Ross, Todd Meinertôs 
brother;  Don Newhouse. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

  1 

6p SPRC 

2 

5p Soup Supper 

6p Sr. High Youth 

7p Choir 

3 

12noon Older 

Bunch for Lunch, 

Gracespring Bible 

Church 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastorôs Day Off 

 

5 

6 

4p Youth Council 

5p Jr. High Youth 

All Saints Day 

Communion 

7 

9:30a Care 

Team 

8 

6:30p Worship 

7p AMCP 

9 

6p Sr. High Youth 

7p Church 

Conference at 

Sunnyside UMC 

8p Choir 

10 

9:30a Sonshine 

Circle 

11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastorôs Day Off 

12 

13 

5p Jr. High Youth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noisy Sunday 

14 

9a Missions 

Brunch, 

Alberdingôs 

9:30a Care 

Team 

7p Women at 

the Well 

15 

6:30p Trustees 

7p Centering 

Service 

16 

6p Sr. High  Youth 

7p Choir 

17 18 

5p Youth 

Progressive 

Dinner 

 

 

 

 

Pastorôs Day Off 

19 

7p Bridge Club at 

home of Ted & 

Kris Dietz 

20 

5p Jr. High Youth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blood pressure 

21 

9:30a Care 

Team 

6:30p 

Gathererôs 

22 23 24 25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office Closed 

 

26 

27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UMCOR 

28 

9:30a Care 

Team 

29 

6:30p Community 

Choir Rehearsal 

7p Church Council 

30 

6p Sr. High Youth 

7p Choir 

   

       

Sunday Mornings 

8:30am & 11:00am Worship with  

Fellowship Time 

9:50am Sunday School ïAdults & Youth 

11:00a Sunday School PreKð5th grade 

 

November 
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Our Mission Statement: 

 

The Mission of Gull Lake United Methodist Church is to share 

Godôs love with the world! 

Our Vision Statement: 
 

The mission of Gull Lake United Methodist Church is to share Godôs love with the world.  With 

Godôs grace, we seek to become a God-centered church, rooted in scripture, nurturing each other, 

and sharing the gospel through our service, prayer, fellowship and stewardship.  Recognizing the 

diversity in our world, we strive to be a safe haven for all who come to us, that they may feel 

comfort and support.  Our vision is to change lives for Godôs glory by assuring that our hearts, our 

minds and our doors are always open. 

Trailblazer   
 

Gull Lake United Methodist Church 

8640 Gull Road 

Richland, MI  49083 

Return Service Requested 


